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Reviews and Comments:

"This thorough historical and political analysis is the best book on the subject at present. Highly
recommended."
-Library Journal (starred review)

"This timely study is the most comprehensive history to date of the century-old struggle between
Zionists and Palestinians. Based on the best work of recent scholarship, Mark Tessler's 4 History of
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict is a major contribution. A rare example of how the history of
the conflict should be written."

-Philip Mattar, Associate Editor, Journal of Palestine Studies

"A work of unprecedented empathy for both sides. A very readable and cogent narrative...
certain to remain the definitive study on this conflict for some time."
-Jacob M. Landau, Gersten Distinguished Professor of Politics, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

"The most comprehensive and remarkable history of the subject to date... So compelling
to read it bears comparison with Albert Hourani's magisterial A History of the Arab Peoples."
-Gene Garthwaite, Dartmouth College, in the History Book Club Review

"Thoughtful, well-informed and resolutely fair-minded... exemplary chapters on the
formation of dissimilar and antagonistic national identities, the growing irreconcilability of the two
peoples... and the big bang of 1948 that brought Israelis independence and the Palestinians a national
disaster. Mr. Tessler is rigorous and commiserative alike."

-David Schoenbaum, University of lowa, in the New York Times Book Review

"Succeeds admirably in presenting a balanced and readable account.”
-Charles Tripp, School of Oriental and African Studies, in the Times Literary Supplement

"A gracefully written and stimulating volume... The strength of this volume lies in Tessler's
broad grasp of Jewish and Arab history. Highly recommended."
-M. A. Raider, Brandeis University, in Choice

"An exhaustive and balanced exploration. 4 History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict has not
only met well with literary critics but has had the fortune of being lauded by both Israelis and
Palestinians."

-Magill Book Reviews for Dow Jones News

"A dense, well-annotated portrait of Jewish and Arab histories, national aspirations and



conflicts."
-Kirkus Reviews

"A detailed, carefully researched and systematic analysis... may well prove to be the definitive
history of this long drawn-out dispute."
- Nissim Rejwan in The Jerusalem Post Magazine

"Mark Tessler's enormous, important study... will be essential reading for a generation or
more."
- Paul Rich, University of the Americas, in Digest of Middle East Studies

"An excellent, balanced and comprehensive review."
-Foreign Policy Association, Great Decisions Handbook

"The author of this encyclopedic study strives for 'objectivity without detachment." This even-
handed approach... will leave partisan readers dissatisfied. But most will profit from the careful
scholarship and balanced judgments."

-Foreign Affairs

"Admirable and meticulous."
-P.S., The Intelligent Guide to Jewish Affairs

"A truly comprehensive, compassionate, and fair treatment of a very complicated issue. It is
a relief to see, finally, an authoritative text on the subject."
-Avigdor Levy, Brandeis University

"A timely, informed, and judicious account by one of America's finest scholars of the
Middle East."
-A. R. Norton, Boston University

"Well-crafted and intelligently argued; comprehensive and compelling, filled with insights
empathetic to both side. Supersedes all previous accounts. Highly recommended."
-John Entelis, Fordham University

"An authoritative source. One of the few books that offers a balanced, enlightened, and thorough
analysis of the various aspects of the conflict and the politics of the region... a must for advanced
undergraduate and graduate courses on the Middle East."

-Emile Sahliyeh, University of North Texas, author of The PLO After Lebanon

"A real breakthrough in the systematic and in-depth analysis of the Arab-Jewish conflict in its
historical context. [Tessler's] conclusion that the conflict is solvable for the benefit of all parties is
anchored in a careful and well-documented piece of research.”

-Baruch Kimmerling, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, author of Palestinians: The Making of a
People

"An outstanding overview of the conflict."
-Rex Brynen, McGill University

"The best history of the conflict thus far."
-Victor LeVine, Washington University



