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This seminar explores security issues in Asia with a focus on the major players: the 
United States, Japan, the ROK, China, and India.  The seminar will also take up broad 
functional issues and trends involving the region as a whole.   
 
The seminar seeks to provide participants with a keen understanding of contemporary 
security dynamics in the region, underlying forces shaping the future, and debates among 
specialists about how to prepare for the future.  While the geographical focus of the 
seminar is on Asia, the issues under consideration have broader significance in the 
contemporary and future international arenas.   
 
 
Requirements: 
 
Reading assignments are manageable, and all students are expected to complete at least 
the major part of the readings for each session.  I expect everyone to participate actively 
in all seminar discussions. 
 
Specific pieces are assigned for readings week by week below.  Additions will be made 
during the course of the semester to the readings for some of these weeks.  In addition, 
students should read the New York Times for pertinent developments every day, and 
seminar discussion will assume knowledge of developments noted in the Times during 
the previous week. 
 
Every student must also write a research paper of no more than twenty double-spaced 
pages of text (plus footnotes) on a topic concerning a key security issue in Asia.  The 
seminar meeting April 5 will be devoted to individual oral presentations of paper topics 
and findings.  The papers, with benefit of seminar comments, are then due on April 12.  
Please take this deadline extremely seriously Ð with an entire semester to prepare your 
paper, it is hard to imagine an excuse other than serious illness that would warrant a late 
paper submission. 
 
Students must submit a statement of their paper topic no later than the seminar meeting 
on March 8.  A research paper asks and answers a question Ð it does not simply describe 
a situation.  Therefore, your March 8 submission must begin with the one-line question 
you are asking.  You should then provide 1-2 paragraphs of explanation of how you plan 
to address the question in your paper.  I strongly encourage you to see me to discuss your 



paper well before March 8 so that I can help you to frame a manageable and significant 
question and can provide some guidance on sources. 
 
 
Grade: 
 
The research paper presentation and submission will count for 50% of your grade, and 
your seminar participation will make up the other 50%.   
 
Contact information and office hours: 
 
Please do not hesitate to stop in to see me outside of class to discuss issues that interest 
you.  My office hours are from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at the Ross Business 
SchoolÕs Executive Residence (on East University just north of the intersection with Hill), 
Room 5616.  Please email me (kliebert@umich.edu) to make an appointment.   
 
If you have a conflict that prevents you from coming during my Wednesday office hours, 
we can arrange some other time via email. 
 
Book Purchases and Readings: 
 
Please purchase the following paperback book: 
 
Ashley Tellis and Michael Wills (eds), Strategic Asia 2006-07: Trade, Interdependence, 
and Security (National Bureau of Asian Research, 2006), pbk. 
 
Weekly Readings 
 
Note: Other than the readings from the book you are purchasing, all readings are 
available electronically on our CourseTools Web site.  Some readings will be added 
during the course of the semester. 
 
Note: For general information on the conventional military balance in Asia, see: Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, Asian Conventional Military Balance, 2006.  I 
have posted this to the Coursetools Web site. 
 



Weekly Topics and Readings 
 
January 4: Introduction 
 

Ashley Tellis contribution to Tellis and Wills (eds), Strategic Asia 2006-07: 
Military Modernization in An Era of Uncertainty, pp. 3-25. 
Evan S. Medeiros, ÒStrategic Hedging and the Future of Asia-Pacific Stability,Ó 
The Washington Quarterly (Autumn 2005), pp.145-167. 

 
January 11: US Policy Towards Asia 
 
 Stephen Cohen contribution to Strategic Asia, pp. 29-63. 

Toshihiro Nakayama, ÒPolitics of US Policy Toward China: Analysis of Domestic 
FactorsÓ (Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institution, 2006). 
Michael Green, ÒUS-Japanese Relations After Koizumi: Convergence or 
Cooling,Ó The Washington Quarterly (Autumn 2006), pp. 101-110. 
Balbina Hwang, ÒThe US-Korea Alliance on the Rocks: Shaken, Not Stirred,Ó 
Heritage Lectures (2006). 
Ashton Carter. ÒAmericaÕs new strategic partner?Ó Foreign Affairs. New York: 
Jul/Aug 2006.Vol.85, No. 4; pg. 33  

 
January 18: China 
 

Michael Chambers contribution to Strategic Asia, pp.65-103 
CSIS, Chinese Military Modernization and Force Development, 2006 
China: The Balance Sheet, pp. 118-161. 
ChinaÕs 2006 Defense White Paper 
Zheng Bijian, ÒChinaÕs Peaceful Rise to Great Power StatusÓ Foreign Affairs 
(September/October 2005).  
Crane, Cliff,  Madeiros, Mulvenon, and Overholt, Modernizing ChinaÕs Mi litary: 
Opportunities and Constraints, pp. xv-xxvii.  
M. Taylor Fravel, ÒRegime Insecurity and International Cooperation,Ó International 
Security (Fall 2005), pp. 46-83. 
Joshua Kurlantzick, ÒChinaÕs Charm: Implications of Chinese Soft Power,Ó 
Policy Brief #47 (Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
June 2006). 
Bates Gill and Yanzhong Huang, ÒSources and Limits of Chinese Soft-Power,Ó 
Survival (Summer 2006), pp. 17-36. 
Erica Downs, ÒChinaÓ (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Energy Security Series, December 
2006), pp. 1-15, 30-51. 
David Zweig and Bi Jianhai, ÒChinaÕs Global Hunt for Energy,Ó in Foreign Affairs 
(September/October 2005) 

 
January 25: China 
 



Thomas Christensen, ÒFostering Stability or Creating a Monster? The Rise of China and 
U.S. Policy Toward East Asia,Ó International Security, Vol. 31, No. 1 (Summer 2006), 
pp. 81Ð126 
Robert Sutter. China’s Rise: Implications for U.S. Leadership in Asia (Honolulu: East-
West Center, 2006). 
Banning Garrett, ÒUS-China Relations in the Era of Globalization and Terror: A 
Framework for Analysis,Ó Journal of Contemporary China (August 2006), pp. 389-415 
David Rapkin and William Thompson contribution to Strategic Asia, pp. 333-363. 
Kenneth Lieberthal, ÒEnergy Security and the Future of Energy CooperationÓ (New Delhi: 
Paper for CASI-ORF Conference, 2006). 
Blair et al., "The Oil weapon: Myth of China's Vulnerability" China Security (Summer 
2006), pp. 32-63. 
 

 
February 1: Japan 
 

Michael Mastanduno contribution to Strategic Asia, pp. 105-137. 
Kenneth Pyle, Abe Shinzo and Japan’s Change of Course, NBR Analysis, vol. 17, 
no. 4 (October 2006). 
Richard Samuels. 2006. ÒJapanÕs Goldilocks Strategy.Ó The Washington 
Quarterly. Autumn 2006. 29:4, pp. 111-127. 
Yang Bojiang. 2006. ÒRedefining Sino-Japanese Relations after Koizumi.Ó The 
Washington Quarterly. Autumn 2006. 29:4 pp. 129Ð137. 
CNA Final Report on China-Japan Rivalry 
Nicholas Szechenyi. 2006. ÒA Turning Point for JapanÕs Self-Defense Forces.Ó 
The Washington Quarterly. Autumn 2006. 29:4 pp.139-150. 
ÒStatement Towards India-Japan Strategic and Global PartnershipÓ (Issued at 
conclusion of Manmohan Singh visit to Japan, December 15, 2006). 
Peter C. Evans, ÒJapanÓ (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Energy Security Series, 
December 2006). 

 
February 8: Korean Peninsula 
 

David Kang contribution to Strategic Asia, pp. 139-170. 
Brad Glosserman and Sun Namkung,  ÒUS-ROK Relations: Searching for a 
Vision,Ó Issues and Insights, vol. 6, no. 3 (Washington, D.C.: Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, 2006). 
ÒNorth KoreaÕs Nuclear Test: The Fallout,Ó Policy Briefing (International Crisis 
Group, November 2006). 
Alan Romberg, ÒPermanent Peace on the Korean Peninsula: Quixotic Quest or 
Source of Stability?Ó Korea and World Affairs (Fall 2006). 
Bruce Bennett, A Brief Analysis of the Republic of Korea’s Defense Reform Plan 
(Santa Monica: Rand Corporation, 2006). 
Ken Gause. 2006. North Korea Civil Military Trends: Military First Politics to a 
Point (Strategic Studies Institute, 2006). 
Marcus Noland,  ÒEconomic Implications of a North Korean Nuclear TestÓ (NBR, 
July 2006 special roundtable). 

 



February 15: Cross-Strait relations 
 
Richard Bush and Michael OÕHanlon, A War Like No Other: The Truth About China's 
Challenge to the US, forthcoming from John Wiley and Sons, chaps. 1, 7, 8, 9, and 
Appendix 
Kenneth Lieberthal, ÒPreventing A War Over Taiwan,Ó Foreign Affairs (March/April 
2005), pp. 53-63.  
Russian Analysis of PRC Potential Invasion of Taiwan 
Swaine and Kamphausen, ÒMilitary Modernization in Taiwan,Ó in Strategic Asia, 
2005-2006, pp. 386-422.  
ÒChina and Taiwan: Uneasy DŽtente,Ó Asia Briefing #42 (International Crisis 
Group, 2005).  
Bush, Richard C., ÒChina's Military Modernization and the Cross-Strait Balance,Ó 
Prepared Statement of Testimony for the U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission, September 15, 2005.  
Nancy Tucker contribution to Robert M. Hathaway and Wilson Lee (eds.), 
George W. Bush and East Asia: A First Term Assessment (Washington: Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars, 2005), pp. 131-144.  
PRC Anti-Secession Law (March 2005). 
Chen Shui-bian New YearÕs Speech (January 1, 2006). 

 
February 22: India 

 
C. Raja Mohan. ÒIndia and the Balance of Power,Ó Foreign Affairs, Vol.85, No. 4 
(Jul/Aug 2006). 
 ÒIndia and the United States: Forging a Security Partnership?Ó World Policy 
Journal (Summer 2005). 
Bhartendu Kumar Singh, ÒSino-Indian RelationsÓ (Institute of Peace and Conflict 
Studies, 2006).    
Stephen Cohen, ÒA Deal too Far?Ó (February 2006). 
Gill contribution to Tellis and Wills (eds), Strategic Asia 2005-06: Military 
Modernization in An Era of Uncertainty, pp. 236-267. 

 
March 1: Spring Break 
 
March 8: South Asia 
 

Devesh Kapur and Kavita Iyengar contribution to Strategic Asia, pp. 241-269. 
War and Escalation in South Asia (Santa Monica: Rand Corporation, 2006), 
chaps. 3-5.  
 ÒPakistanÕs Foreign Policy Under Musharraf: Between a Rock and a Hard Place.Ó 
(Chatham House, 2006). 
ÒIndia, Pakistan and Kashmir: Stabilizing a Cold PeaceÓ (International Crisis 
Group, 2006). 
Urvashi Aneja, ÒPakistan-China Relations: Recent DevelopmentsÓ (Institute for 
Peace and Conflict Studies, Jan-May 2006).  



Vikram Sood, ÒIndia Regional Security InterestsÓ (New Delhi: Paper for CASI-
ORF Conference, 2006). 

 
March 15:  Southeast Asia 

 
Weatherbee contribution Strategic Asia, pp. 271-302. 
Jing-dong Yuan, China-ASEAN Relations: Perspectives, Prospects, and 
Implications for U.S. Interests (Strategic Studies Institute, October 2006). 
Marvin Ott, ÒSoutheast Asian Security Challenges: AmericaÕs Response?Ó 
Strategic Forum (Washington, D.C.: National Defense University, October 2006). 
 ÒUS Policy in Southeast Asia,Ó (Stanley Foundation 2005).  
Simon contribution to Tellis and Wills (eds), Strategic Asia 2005-06: Military 
Modernization in An Era of Uncertainty, pp. 268-301.  
Sumit Ganguly and Andrew Scobell, ÒIndia and the United States: Forging a 
Strategic Partnership?Ó World Policy Journal (Summer 2005), pp. 37-43.  

 
March 22: Nontraditional Security Issues 
 

Ann Marie Kimball contribution to Strategic Asia, pp. 365-389. 
Margaret Hamburg, ÒPublic Health and China: Emerging Disease and Challenges to 
HealthÓ (Aspen Strategy Group Paper, 2006) 
Laurie Garrett, ÒThe Next Pandemic?Ó Foreign Affairs (July/August 2005), pp. 3-23 
NBR Strategic Asia 2004-2005 book focused on Confronting Terrorism in Asia. *  
Congressional Research Service. 2005. ÒTerrorism in Southeast Asia.Ó  
Pan Guang. 2006. ÒEast Turkestan Terrorism and the Terrorist Arc: ChinaÕs Post-
9/11 Anti-Terror Strategy.Ó China and Eurasia Forum Quarterly, Volume 4, No. 
2 (2006) p. 19-24 
Brad Glosserman, ÒAn Action Plan to Counter the Proliferation of Weapons of 
Mass Destruction in the Asia PacificÓ Issues and Insights, Vol. 6, No. 5 
(Honolulu: Pacific Forum CSIS, March 2006). 
ÒChina and Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction and Missiles: Policy 
IssuesÓ (Washington, D.C.: Congressional Research Service, December 2006). 

    
March 28:  TBD 
 
April 5:  Research Paper Presentations 
 
April 12: Conclusion 
 

 


