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Education 
 
Northwestern University: Ph.D., Sociology, 1994. 
Northwestern University: M.A., Sociology, 1988.  
University of Michigan: B.A., magna cum laude & high distinction, Political Science, 1986. 
    
 
Academic Positions 
 
2007 - Present  Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan. 
2000 - 2007  Associate Professor of Government & Politics and Sociology,  

University of Texas at Dallas 
Jan. 2002 Ð May 2002 Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Government,  

University of Texas at Austin. 
1994 - 2000  Assistant Professor of Government & Politics and Sociology,  

University of Texas at Dallas. 
 
Awards 
 
2007  Outstanding Reviewer Award, Political Research Quarterly 
2000 Special Recognition in the Sociology of Law Best Book Prize, 1998-1999. 
2000 ÒAuthor Meets CriticsÓ Panel, American Sociological Association. 
2000 ChancellorÕs Council for Outstanding Teaching Award, UT-Dallas. 
1991-93 Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, American Bar Foundation. 
1991  Dissertation Year Grant, Northwestern University. 
1988  Research Grant, Law and Social Science Program, Northwestern University. 
1987  Graduate Award, Law and Social Science Program, Northwestern University. 
1987  University Fellowship, Northwestern University. 
 
 
Books 
 
The Supreme Court, “State Action,” and Civil Rights: Rethinking the Judicial Settlement of 
Reconstruction. Cambridge University Press, forthcoming. 
 
Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth. 
Duke University Press, 1999.  
 

Reviews: American Journal of Legal History (January 2001) 
American Journal of Sociology (July 2000) 
American Political Science Review (September 2000) 
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H-Law Reviews in the Humanities &  Social Sciences (September 2000) 
Journal of American History, Vol. 87, No. 3 (December 2000) 
Law and History Review (Summer 2002) 

   Law and Politics Book Review, Vol. 9 No. 12 (December 1999)  
   Red River Valley Historical Journal (Fall 2001) 
 
 
Articles 
 
ÒA Judicial Abandonment of Blacks? Reconsidering the ÒState ActionÓ Cases of the Waite Court,Ó 41  
Law & Society Review (2007): 343-386. 
 
ÒConstitutional Doctrine as Paring Tool: The Struggle for Relevant Evidence in University of Alabama v. 
Garrett,Ó Michigan Journal of Law Reform 35 (2002): 37-80. 
 
ÒThe Gender Analogy in the Disability Discrimination Literature,Ó with Richard Scotch, 61 Ohio State 
Law Journal 61 (2001): 465-479. 
 
ÒSlavery as an Interpretive Issue in the Reconstruction Debates,Ó Law & Society Review 34 (2000): 315-
366. 
 
ÒDisciplinary Structures and ÔWinningÕ Arguments in Law and Courts Scholarship,Ó Law and Courts 
Newsletter (Summer 2000): 11-19. 
 
ÒDueling Histories: Charles Fairman and William Crosskey Reconstruct ÒOriginal Understanding,Ó  
Law & Society Review 30 (1996): 289-334. 
 
 
Book Chapters 
 
ÒReconstruction, Race, and RevolutionÓ in Joseph Lowndes, Julie Novkov and Dorian Warren, eds.,  
Race and American Political Development (New York: Routledge, forthcoming). 
 
ÒThe Civil Rights Cases and the Lost Language of State Neglect,Ó in Ronald Kahn and Ken Kersch, eds., 
The Supreme Court and American Political Development (Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 
2006), 275-325. 
 
ÒStudying the Careers of Knowledge Claims: Bringing Science Studies to Legal Studies,Ó in Dvora 
Yanow and Peregrine Schwartz-Shea, eds., Interpretation & Method: Empirical Research Methods and 
the Interpretive Turn (New York: M. E. Sharpe, 2006), 228-243. 
 
ÒSexual Harassment and the Legal System,Ó in Dana Dunn and David V. Waller, eds., Analyzing Social 
Problems: Essays and Exercises (Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall, 1999), 97-104. 
 
 
Encyclopedia Entries 
 
ÒCivil Rights Cases,Ó in David S. Tanenhaus, ed., Encyclopedia of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. New York: Macmillan, forthcoming. 
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ÒCharles Fairman,Ó in Roger K. Newman, ed., Yale Biographical Dictionary of American Law. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, forthcoming. 
 
ÒWilliam Crosskey,Ó in Roger K. Newman, ed., Yale Biographical Dictionary of American Law. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, forthcoming. 
 
 
Book Reviews 
 
Review of David M. Engel and Frank W. Munger, Rights of Inclusion: Law and Identity in the Life 
Stories of Americans with Disabilities. American Journal of Sociology, 110 (2004): 509-11. 
 
Review of Ronald M. LabbŽ and Jonathan Lurie, The Slaughterhouse Cases: Regulation, Reconstruction, 
and the Fourteenth Amendment. H-Law, H-Net Reviews (May, 2004).  
 
Review of Michael A. Ross, Justice of Shattered Dreams: Samuel Freeman Mi ller and the Supreme Court 
during the Civil War Era. H-Law, H-Net Reviews (May, 2004). 
 
Review of Mark E. Brandon, Free in the World: American Slavery and Constitutional Failure (Princeton, 
1998). American Political Science Review 93 (1999): 447-449. 
 
 
Conference Papers 
 
2006 American Political Science Association; Philadelphia, PA; ÒA Judicial Abandonment of 

Blacks? The Supreme Court and Reconstruction, Reconsidered.Ó 
 
2006  American Political Science Association; Philadelphia, PA; ÒThe Civil War and the 

Supreme Court.Ó 
 
2006 Law & Society Association; Baltimore, MD; ÒThe Supreme Court and Reconstruction, 

Reconsidered.Ó 
 
2006 Western Political Science Association; Portland, OR; ÒBringing Science Studies to Legal 

Studies.Ó 
 
2005 Western Political Science Association; Oakland, CA; ÒPublic Law and the Methods of 

New Historical Institutionalism.Ó 
 
2003 American Political Science Association; Philadelphia, PA; ÒConstitutional Development 

and Race in the Progressive Era.Ó 
 

2003  Western Political Science Association; Denver, CO; ÒThe Civil Rights Cases and 
  the Lost Doctrine of State Neglect.Ó 
 
2002  American Political Science Association; Boston, MA; ÒThe Supreme Court and 

Reconstruction: A Reinterpretation.Ó 
 

2002 Western Political Science Association; Long Beach, CA; ÒThe Invention of State Action 
Doctrine.Ó 
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2000 Western Political Science Association; San Jose, CA; ÒThereÕs No Evidence Here: 

Bringing Science Studies Methods to Judicial Politics. 
 

1999 Midwest Political Science Association; Chicago, IL; ÒGender Research and Post-
Positivist Methodologies.Ó 

 
1998 American Political Science Association; Boston, ÒEmerging Splits in Sexual Harassment 

Cases: Summary Judgment Rulings and the Social Construction of Facts, 1993-95.Ó 
 
1998 Law and Society Association, Aspen, CO; ÒSlavery as an Interpretive Issue in the 

Reconstruction Debates.Ó 
 
1997  American Political Science Association; Washington, D.C.; ÒReconsidering Fourteenth 

Amendment History.Ó 
 
1997  Law and Society Association, St. Louis, MO; ÒLegal History After Postmodernism.Ó 
 
1996 American Political Science Association, San Francisco, California; ÒDueling Histories: 

Charles Fairman and William Crosskey Reconstruct ÒOriginal Understanding.Ó 
 
1996  American Sociological Association, New York, NY; ÒDueling Histories: Charles 

Fairman and William Crosskey Reconstruct ÒOriginal Understanding.Ó 
 
1995  American Political Science Association, Chicago, Il linois; ÒHistory as a Legal 

Resource: Civil War Stories and Debate over Section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment.Ó 
 
1995 American Sociological Association, Washington, D.C.; ÒHow the Past Constrains the 

Construction of the Present: The Case of the Fourteenth Amendment.Ó 
 
1995  Law and Society Association, Toronto, Canada; ÒTelling Civil War Stories: The   
  Competition to Define Historical Events in the 39th Reconstruction Congress.Ó 
 
1993 American Political Science Association, Washington D.C.; ÒThe Structuring of Political 

Confl ict in Law: Sectional Ideologies and Federalisms in the Reconstruction Courts.Ó 
 
1993 Law and Society Association, Chicago, Il linois; ÒRace, Labor and Liberty: Antislavery 

Constitutionalism in the Reconstruction Courts. 
 
1992 American Political Science Association, Chicago, Il linois; ÒConstructing 

Meaning/Writing History: The Legislative Apportionment Cases.Ó 
 
1992 American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; ÒConstitutional 

Interpretation and the Contingent Meaning of Equal Protection. 
 
1992 American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; ÒWriting Over 

Reconstruction: A Culture of Argument from the Slaughter-House Cases to Reynolds v. 
Sims.Ó 

 
1992    Law and Society Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; ÒConstructing Meaning  

  in the Voting Rights Cases.Ó 
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Panel Discussant/Roundtable Participant  
 
 
2007 American Society for Legal History; Tempe, AZ; Discussant, ÒDred Scott at 150: 

Politics, Law, and the Competing Constitutional Histories of Slavery.Ó 
 
2007 American Political Science Association; Chicago, IL; Discussant, ÒAuthor Meets CriticsÓ 

Panel, Mark Graber, Dred Scott and the Problem of Constitutional Evil. 
 
2007  Western Political Science Association; Las Vegas, NV; The Methods CafŽ. 
 
2006 American Political Science Association; Philadelphia, PA; The Methods CafŽ. 
 
2006 Western Political Science Association; Albuquerque, NM; The Methods CafŽ.  
 
2005 Western Political Science Association; Oakland, CA; The Methods CafŽ.  
 
2000 American Sociological Association; Washington DC; Respondent, ÒAuthor Meets 

CriticsÓ Panel, Pamela Brandwein, Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court 
and the Production of Historical Truth. 

 
1993 American Sociological Association, Miami, Florida; Roundtable on Law and Culture, 

ÒCulture and Constitutionalism: The Making of an Ambiguous Antislavery Legal 
Discourse.Ó 

 
 
Invited Talks 
 
 
2007 University of California-Berkeley, Boalt Hall, Center for the Study of Law and Society. 

ÒA Judicial Abandonment of Blacks? Rethinking the State Action Cases of the Waite 
Court.Ó 

 
2006 University of Oregon, Conference on Race and U. S. Political Development. ÒRace and 

the Institutional Establishment of ÔAbandonmentÕ Orthodoxy about the Supreme Court 
and Reconstruction.Ó 

 
2006 University of Iowa, Center for Legal Studies. ÒThe Supreme Court and Reconstruction, 

Reconsidered.Ó 
 

2004  University of North Carolina School of Law Symposium, ÒLocating the 
Constitutional Center,Ó Chapel Hill, NC; ÒThe Centrist Doctrine of State Neglect during 
the Waite Court era.Ó 
 

2003  CUNY Graduate Center, New York, NY; Fulbright Summer Institute; ÒThe Politics of 
  Civil War MemoryÓ 

 
2003  Southeastern Association of Law Schools; Amelia Island, FL; ÒThe Doctrine of State 

Neglect and the Slaughter-House Cases.Ó 
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2002 American Constitutionalism Discussion Group (a.k.a. the Schmooze), College Park, MD; 

ÒThe Canonical Civil Rights CasesÓ 
 
2001 University of Toledo Symposium: Outside Law; Sponsored by the Program in Law and 

Social Thought.  
 
2000 University of Michigan Journal of Law Reform Symposium: The Americans with 

Disabilities Act: Directions for Reform; Ann Arbor, MI; ÒState Sovereignty and the 
ADA.Ó 
 

 
Formal Lectures in Professional Settings  
 
2005 Salesmanship Youth Club of Dallas, Race and Inequality. 
 
2004  Salesmanship Youth Club of Dallas, Issues of Race, Class and Gender in Work and 

Education. 
 
2001 Salesmanship Youth Club of Dallas, Gender Issues in Education and Work. 
 
2000  Salesmanship Youth Club of Dallas, Race and Diversity Issues in Education and Work. 
 
2000 Executive Women in Government, Dallas Chapter; ÒGender in the Workplace.Ó 
  
1999  Dallas PhilosopherÕs Forum, Dallas, TX; ÒThe Ethics of Affi rmative Action.Ó 
 
1997  UN Conference on Women, University of Texas, Dallas; ÒSexism, Racism and   
  Mi litarism.Ó 
 
1997  WomenÕs History Month Lecture Series, University of Texas, Arlington, ÒSexual  
  Harassment Cases in the Federal Courts, 1993-1995.Ó 
 
1997 Graduate Student Workshop, Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, St. 

Louis, MO; Faculty Member; ÒTeaching Law and Gender.Ó  
 
1994  American Studies Summer Institute, University of Il linois at Chicago, Chicago,   
  Il linois; Sponsored by the United States Information Agency. Lecture series on   
  law and politics in U.S. Society, faculty member. 
 
1993  American Studies Summer Institute, University of Il linois at Chicago, Chicago,   
  Il linois; Sponsored by the United States Information Agency, ÒThe American   
  Political and Legal System,Ó ÒReading and Teaching the U.S. Constitution, Bill   
  of Rights and Declaration of Independence,Ó invited speaker. 
 
 
Teaching 
 
2000 Winner, ChancellorÕs Council for Outstanding Teaching Award (top university prize), University of 
Texas at Dallas. 
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Teaching Areas: 
 
Law and Inequality 
American Constitutional Development 
Fourteenth Amendment 
Civil Rights, Politics, and Society         
Gender, Politics, and Society 
U.S. Inequality (Race, Class, and Gender) 
  
 
 
Professional Activities 
 
 
Herbert Jacob Book Prize Committee 2008 (Best book in the field of law and society for calendar year 
2007). Law and Society Association. 
 
Herbert Jacob Book Prize Committee 2007 (Best book in the field of law and society for calendar year 
2006). Law and Society Association. 
 
Wadsworth Award Committee 2007 (Best book or journal article, 10 years or older, which has made a 
lasting contribution to the field of law and courts), Law and Courts Section, American Political Science 
Association. 
 
McGraw-Hill Award Committee 2006 (Best article in the field of law and courts for calendar year 2005) 
Law and Courts Section, American Political Science Association. 
 
Section Chair, History and Politics, 2004 Western Political Science Association.  
 
Reviewer: American Journal of Political Science, Political Research Quarterly, Polity, Law and Society 
Review, National Science Foundation (Law and Social Science). 
 
Member: American Political Science Association, Western Political Science Association, Law and 
Society Association, American Sociological Association. 
 
 
 
University Service 
 
University of Texas at Dallas 
 
University Committees: 
 

Committee on Academic Integrity, 2006-2007 
Committee on Educational Policy, 2003-2005. 
Academic Council, 2000-2002. 
Academic Senate, 2000-2002. 
Health Professions Advisory Committee, 1999-2006. 
Core Curriculum Committee, University of Texas at Dallas, 1997-98. 
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School of Economic, Political, and Policy Sciences: 
   

Faculty Advisory Committee, 2005-2006, 2006-2007 
Executive Committee, 2003-2004. 
Third Year Review Committees (Melinda Kane, Sheryl Skaggs, Chad King), 2004-2006. 
Search Committee for Dean, 2001. 
Teaching Effectiveness Committee, 1994-2007. 
Committee on Undergraduate Studies, 1996-2002. 

 
Special Service Contributions: 
  

Founding Coordinator, Legal Studies Lecture Series, 2004-2006 
 McDermott Faculty, FinalistsÕ Weekend, founding-2007 
 ScholarsÕ Weekend Lecture for School of Social Sciences, March & November 2005. 
 Planning Committee, North Texas UN Conference on Women, 1997-1999. 
 Gender Studies Lecture Series Coordinator, 1997-98. 
 

 


